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Charlton  

village Fête 

 

Saturday 20th July, 2-5pm 

The Cottage, main street 

 

Teas, homemade cakes, bar & BBQ, jams, ice-creams, plants, tombola,  

tennis tournament, fun dog show, games, pony rides and lots more! 

 

Everyone welcome  

fun for all 

 

Before the fête, programmes are delivered door-to-door & raffle tickets will be on 

sale. Please support the fête by purchasing raffle tickets, collecting bottles (of 

any type) and donating toys/games and costume jewellery.  



 

 

Nature notes  
 
We were surprised to find that our cats – not sure which one – had caught a mole 

in the garden recently. It seemed rather clever of them as moles live under the 
ground and there was no evidence of digging anywhere. But it appears that the 

life-cycle of moles makes them susceptible to being caught just at that time. A 

female mole has her babies in a cosy nest under the ground in the spring, but 

when she judges them to be big enough she casts them out and they go to the 
surface and run in different directions in order to find a new territory for  

themselves. Moles are extremely territorial and though it might seem that there 

are several in residence, from the evidence of the number of molehills (as in the 
cemetery), it is very unlikely that there are more than one in any given area. We 

remain puzzled as to how Mr. Mole meets Mrs. Mole. 

 
We wrote last month about wild flowers and there is a good display along the 

church path at the moment of a sort-of dandelion-look-alike called ‘Jack go to bed 

at noon’ (Tragopogon minor). This is taller than a dandelion, with a less full yellow 
flower, and distinctive green spiky bracts sticking out round the florets. It has thin 

leaves up the stem, quite different from the basal rosette of dandelion leaves. It 

has its distinctive name because it closes at midday. 

 
There is a stunning display of orchids in a field up towards Hinton. We estimate 

about 500 Pyramidal orchids, with their bright purple spikes of flowers, at least 4 

Bee orchids and one common spotted orchid. This was a botanical feast and a  
reminder of the richness of our wild flora which has largely been lost. 

 

There was a story in the paper at the end of May about a very nasty plant disease 
which arrived in Europe about six years ago and is transmitted through the frothy 

spittle, often called cuckoospit, which is left by plant-sucking insects such as the 

spittlebug or froghopper. The disease has not yet arrived in Britain, but is  
described as ‘one of the most harmful pathogenic bacteria worldwide’, and it has 

already devastated olive groves in Italy, France and Spain. Cuckoospit is produced 

by the young insects, or nymphs, and in this country often affects lavender and 
rosemary. The Royal Horticultural Society has asked gardeners and wildlife  

watchers to report any sightings of the spittle in gardens, meadows, grasslands 

and woodlands, so that the distribution of the insects can be mapped, and if the 

disease does enter the country it will be possible to destroy all host plants nearby 
to prevent the disease spreading. 

 

We have had magpies going for our bird feeders and hurling them to the ground in 
order to get at the contents, so have had to foil them by attaching the feeders to 

their hooks with twists of wire. Very annoying as it is then tiresomely time-

consuming to fill them. A neighbour reported that she had had a raven doing the 
same thing. 

 

Deborah and Paul Hayter 



 

 

Newbottle & Charlton School Update 

 As we come to the last few weeks at school we’d hoped for warm, sunny 

weather. Alas, this has not been the case and the rain meant that many events 

were postponed or even cancelled. 

 

Transition to Secondary school has begun and this year we are sending 11 children 

into their next exciting adventure. The majority are going to Magdalen College 

School in Brackley but others are going to Sibford, Chenderit and Kings High. All 

children have a transition process moving up the school, whether it be moving key 

stage, class or maybe staying in the same class but with different children. We 

have a transition ‘Shuffle Up Day’ where children get an idea of what September 

will be like! 

 

Also we welcome our new starters into Reception too. This year due to a large 

number of siblings and catchment children we have increased our Published  

Admission Number (PAN) from 15 to 20. This is a one off! These children have 

been into school a couple of times as well as Miss Dooley visiting them all in their 

Pre School setting – this gives the children a smooth start to school, familiar with 

routines and faces! 

 

This term we held an amazing Mini Mud Run – the school field is transformed into 

an agility course with much water and great fun! This helps raise funds for the 

PTFA and was once a again a tremendous success. Here are a few photos of the 

soggy event – made even more wet by the fact it rained most of the day! 

 

Finally, I would like to welcome you all to our end of term Summer Community 

Tea which is on Tuesday 23rd July at 2pm -  I do hope you can make it. 

 

Mrs Smith, Head Teacher 



 

 

Charlton Carpentry 

& Fencing 

 
Doors 

Cupboards 

Shelving 

Cladding 

Guttering 

Sheds 

Closeboard, Panels, Arches, 

Decking, Bin Enclosures, Gates, 

Etc 

For a free quote call 

Mark Brown 01295 812761 

Email   

markbrown333@btinternet.com 
No Job Too Small 

25 yrs experience 

 

CHARLTON  

MEMORIAL HALL 

For Hire 

 Large hall  
 Small hall/Meeting room  
 Modern kitchen  

 Toilets 
 On-site car park 

 Disabled access/facilities 
 

To make a booking or find out 
more, please contact Sarah, the 

Bookings Clerk at:  
bookings@charltonmemorialhall.co.uk  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saturday 20 July 2019 

 

Join us for a  

Burger and Beer  

at Charlton Fete 



 

 

CHURCH   https://newbottlechurch.weebly.com 

SERVICES AT NEWBOTTLE 

 

7th July Trinity 3 Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

14th July Trinity 4 Matins  9.30am 

21st July Trinity 5 Sung Eucharist 9.30am 

28th July Trinity 6 Matins  9.30am 

4th August Trinity 7 Matins  9.30am 

Dabbler or Diver? 

 

They came in formation, flying low across the water. I could almost hear the 

Dam Busters' theme playing in the background but the noise was the Canada 

geese. They were honking to announce their arrival and to clear the runway 

for landing. They came in; heads high, tails down, wings arched and hit the 

water with a flurry, one after the other. 

 

After the Canada geese, the ducks flew in, quieter, gentler. Mallards, the  

females smart but modest, the males shower. 

 

They fly over the water, wings high, producing an air resistance that slows 

them to stalling speed. Then they lower their undercarriage and, braced for 

contact, they skim the water and land with a gentle splash. Then they paddle 

into shallow water and suddenly upend themselves, head and shoulders under 

the water, only the tail visible, pointing to the sky and two pink feet paddling 

to stabilise the whole balancing act. Not the most elegant position. 

 

Dabbling it's called. It's a serious word used to classify ducks. They're either 

divers or dabblers depending on how they look for food. Dabblers upend and 

graze on water plants that grow just below the surface. Divers - well, that's 

obvious. 

 

Maybe we should dabble a bit more. Try to get below the surface of life and 

take hold of some of the possibilities that could open up if we went just a  

little bit deeper. And who knows, maybe one day we'll be ready to dive. 

 

DM 



 

 

Thursday Bus Service from Charlton to Banbury 
  

As there is no longer a bus service in the village, King's Sutton 

& Aynho Parish Councils have kindly agreed to extend their 

Thursday service to Charlton.  
 

Passengers are collected at the bus stop in  

Green Lane at 9.25am en-route to King's Sutton  

for 9.30am. Passengers will be dropped off at  

Banbury Bus Station, with a return time of 12.20pm. 
 

The return fare will be £4.00 per passenger, payable on board 

the bus and it is available for any age to use. There is no need 

to book, please just turn up at the Green Lane bus stop at 

9.25am on a Thursday. 

CRIME PREVENTION IN CHARLTON 
 
On Thursday 4 April members of the community from Charlton and Aynho met 
with PCSO Graham Suppiah from the Brackley Neighbourhood Policing Team 
at the school.  
 
The main purpose of the meeting was to try to allay any anxiety residents have 
been feeling following in particular recent burglaries in the area, but also to  
better understand how we can help ourselves stay safe and protect our  
property, how we can better help the police do their job with the resources they 
have available and how they can better help us once a crime is committed.  
 
It was a very helpful and informative session. As a group, we decided that we 
would immediately: 
1. look to start a self defence course in the evenings (with a professional) at the 
village hall for anyone in the village who would like to join. The interest in this 
so far has been excellent.  
2. To institute a neighbourhood “buddy” system or good neighbour scheme, to  
better support any vulnerable residents of the village.  
 
If you, or anyone you know would like more details about either the self defence 
classes or the buddy system, please email Radd Seiger at 
radd.seiger@yahoo.co.uk or call him on 07552 148438. 



 

 

          
 
 
 
FESTIVAL OF GARDENS (MAY TO SEPTEMBER)  

What better way to spend a summer afternoon than in a beautiful English garden? 
Our annual Festival of Open gardens has more than 30 gardens open in the local 
area. There’s something for everyone, and with many gardens serving teas and 
cakes, what more could you ask for?  
 
For a full list of gardens, visit www.khh.org.uk/gardens 
 
 
WINGWALKING 2020 – THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME! 
Join us on 21 May 2020 for this amazing experience with the world's most  
experienced wing-walking team.  
 
It's something to strike off your bucket list and build memories that last a lifetime. 
Flown by one of the team's wing-walking display pilots, you’ll take to the skies on the 
top wing of a Boeing Stearman bi-plane and experience an exciting series of fly-
pasts, zoom climbs, steep dives and banks in front of the family and friends you 
bring along on the day. Find out more at www.khh.org.uk/wingwalk  

http://www.khh.org.uk/gardens
http://www.khh.org.uk/wingwalk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
David Whitrow 

66 Rochester Way, Adderbury, 
Near Banbury, Oxon, OX17 3JK 

 

Bathrooms, 

Plumbing & Tiling 
Interior & Exterior Maintenance 

 

 
 

 

Tel: 01295 811331 

 

Mobile: 07981 261115 

DMJ 
Home Improvements 

 

 We deliver daily newspapers       

and magazines to the village.       
      

 Any combination of                                 

days per week catered for.   

                 

(Happy to deliver on Sundays 

only when the shop is closed) 

 

 

      Ring us on 01295 268499 

 or e-mail 

 
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

Books, old & new, maps and more       


