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‘NOT THE FETE’ - 19th SEPTEMBER 2020
 

We can’t do the Charlton Fete this year but we can 

run a bigger and better TENNIS TOURNAMENT to 

raise essential funds for our church, St James   

 

If you’ve always wanted to play  

in the tournament, now’s your chance! 

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR MORE INFORMATION  



 

 

Nature Notes  
 
We’ve had an invasion of tigers into our garden this summer: tiger moths, that is.  But we are now 
hesitating about whether they were actually scarlet tigers or garden tigers – not having one to hand 
to compare it to the pictures in the book. Scarlet tigers are very dramatic-looking: they have black 
forewings spotted with white and scarlet underwings – which warn predators that they are  
unpleasant to eat. The caterpillars feed mainly on comfrey and stinging nettles and hibernate while 
still young. The comfrey gives them the phytochemicals which make them distasteful. The ones in 
our garden certainly had bright scarlet underwings but the book says that they are found mainly in 
damp meadows, clearings and fens, which isn’t like our garden habitat. 
 
They could have been Garden Tigers which have more orangey underwings with dark blue spots, 
and a giraffe-like pattern of brown and white on the fore-wings.  This one warns off predators by 
flashing its very colourful underwings, by rubbing its wings together with a grating noise or exuding 
a distasteful yellow fluid. These caterpillars feed on dead-nettles, lettuces and strawberry plants.   
 
Both these moths fly by day, so you don’t need a moth trap to see them at night, and so does the 
Cinnabar moth, which we have also recently seen  in the garden: this gets its name from the red 
patches on its fore-wings, the colour of vermilion or cinnabar pigment. Again, the colour warns 
predators that the moth is one of the most poisonous in Britain, inedible to most insect-eating  
creatures. The caterpillars are banded in yellow/orange and black, and are active in July & August, 
feeding on ragwort and related groundsel, both of which contain poisons which don’t harm the  
caterpillars but make them unpleasant to eat. 
 
We’ve seen more Marbled White butterflies this year than for a long time. These are black and grey 
with white patches – and confusingly belong the ‘Brown’ family of butterflies. We’ve seen these 
along hedgerows where there is a good headland of grass. The female lays her eggs while flying 
(which seems careless) but they seem to land in amongst various grasses which is what they need. 
The Big Butterfly Count is starting today as we write but goes on for three weeks (till Sunday 9th 
August) so there will be time to take part when you read this. It will only take you 15 minutes. So far 
it is a good year for butterflies: the warm spring was a great help and the weather continues to be 
kind. One day recently we counted 20 Peacock butterflies in the garden: these would be the newly 
hatched brood of this year and when they are first out of the chrysalis they are so brightly coloured 
and perfect – quite different to the tatty ones that we find hibernating in random places in the  
winter.   
 
The health of our insect populations in important for the health of our whole ecosystem, and the Big 
Butterfly Count is a way for all of us to help scientists judge what is happening. If you visit https://
bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ you will find a free downloadable butterfly identification 
chart, or a free app for your phone, and all the information you need to upload your information. 
We are aware of nightly visits to the garden by badgers: they leave their visiting cards in very neat 
latrine pits. This is bad news as the latrine pits mean they think it is their territory. We have put up 
fortifications round the broad beans which they took a fancy to last year. 
 

Deborah and Paul Hayter 



 

 

Newbottle & Charlton School Update 

 The last few weeks of term were very busy and we found new, creative ways to take 

part in some of our traditional school events.  

 

We didn’t have all the children in school for the Birch class production so they did a radio play 

called ‘Greece goes to Pieces’. The children learnt lines and some created pictures to link with 

the scenes and  I recorded their voices online. Year 6 recorded a live scene recreating the 

legend of ‘Theseus and the Minotaur’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took part in the Northamptonshire Virtual Sports Day. Children completed five challenges 

linked to athletics, football, dodgeball, basketball and goalball. Our Year 6s created instruc-

tion videos to help all children to carry out the sports at home or at school. The winning team 

at the end of the day was Ashrelia.  

 

We were able to invite most of the school back in for a morning, to see their friends and 

teachers and talk about what they have been up to and what they are looking forward to in 

September. I couldn’t believe how much some of the children had grown! New reception  

children met Miss Dooley virtually and before lockdown. Oak class made a tour of what school 

life is like to help them prepare for starting primary school and we gave each new child a 

school teddy, thanks to the PTFA, to help them complete their transition activities.  

 

Year 6 had some communication with their new schools either virtually or face to face and we 

were able to hold a Leavers’ Assembly and Service. Father Matthew came in to lead a short-

ened service socially distanced before the children shared their favourite memories and I 

gave the children certificates of achievements, t-shirts  and other gifts to remember their 

time at primary school. We recorded it and hosted it live so families could watch at home.  

 

In September, following recent guidance, we will be welcoming all children back into school. 

We will continue with the protective measures put in place, but bubbles are able to be bigger 

so that adults can support all children. We will continue to have a broad and balanced  

curriculum but will continue to not mix together as a whole school. We will be starting the 

academic year with a topic called ‘ The Lost Words’ based on a beautiful picture book linked to 

nature.  

 

Have a lovely and relaxing August, 

 
Mr Smith, Interim Headteacher 



 

 

Charlton Carpentry 

& Fencing 

 
Doors 

Cupboards 

Shelving 

Cladding 

Guttering 

Sheds 

Closeboard, Panels, Arches, 

Decking, Bin Enclosures, Gates, 

Etc 

For a free quote call 

Mark Brown 01295 812761 

Email   

markbrown333@btinternet.com 
No Job Too Small 

25 yrs experience 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
During August, diners at The Rose and Crown 
get 50% off Tuesday & Wednesday evening  
meals + non-alcoholic drinks* with the Eat 

Out to Help Out Scheme. 
 

STEAK SPECIAL! 
 On these nights: £20 for either a Fillet  or  

Rib-Eye Steak with all the trimmings 
 

Any questions about the scheme or to book 
your table, please call us on 01295 811317. 

Our normal menu, take-aways and hours  
remain the same for the rest of the week. 

 

* Up to £10 per person. Discount doesn’t  
apply to take-away meals. 

FREE FOOD BOX DELIVERY 

 

The Parish Council continues to  

distribute free food boxes to  
residents of Newbottle & Charlton 

every Thursday.  

They are for anyone who is in need 

eg, self isolating, elderly, no income 

etc. The deadline for an order is 12 
noon on a Monday and they are  

delivered on a Thursday.  

Please email Theresa Goss, Clerk to 

the Parish Council, at newbotleparish-

council@yahoo.co.uk or ring 01295 

710965 to place your order.   



 

 

CHURCH   https://newbottlechurch.weebly.com 

As the lockdown restrictions continue to ease I am pleased to say that we are now able 

to hold services in the Parish Church. We have put in place measures for your safety, 

and you are most welcome to come along every Sunday at 9.30am. 

 

When the lockdown began I wonder how many of us thought that after a short period of 

disruption things would return to normal? However, now we hear the phrase ‘new  

normal’ which, amongst other things, means living with a good deal of uncertainty and 

change. 

 

Perhaps this is not unlike a pilgrimage. This old medieval practice, which is making 

something of a comeback, involves journeying through often difficult and changeable 

territory to a place where, we hope and pray, we will be enabled to grow closer to God 

and thereby find peace. 

 

If life feels a bit like a journey through unfamiliar and sometimes hostile territory at the 

moment then do give the Church another look. Centuries of experience in making  

pilgrimages has given the Christian tradition a fantastic ‘toolkit’ for helping us to get 

through such strange and challenging times, and you won’t be journeying alone. 

 

With my prayers and best wishes, 

Fr Matthew 

 

Services in Church 

There will be a service in St James Church, Newbottle at 9.30am every Sunday until 

further notice. All are welcome. 

PRESCHOOL UPDATE 
 
We are so impressed with how the children and parents have adapted to the recent changes, it 
has not been easy for them. We had a great response to children wanting to come back and it 
was lovely to see how they have grown and matured over their time in lockdown.  
 
We made the most of the weather, playing in the garden and it was 
lovely to see more people venturing out and stopping to say hello. 
 
We did not let Covid 19 stop us having a graduation for our Pre-
schoolers, across two separate days with parents watching from 
behind the fence. The children made their own hats and sang songs 
for their parents, and they all received certificates and presents.  
 
We wish them all the absolute best of luck on their new adventure 
and will miss them all.  



 

 

Notes of the Newbottle Parish Council Meeting - Monday 20 July 2020 at 7.30pm 
www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
Present – Councillors: Councillors Linda Baker, Richard Bland, Andrea Gladden, Adrian Kelly, 
Diana Sheasby and Andrew Woods, Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer) and 
two members of the public. Apologies – Councillor Michael Loggin. 
Minutes - The minutes of the meeting held on 18 May 2020 were agreed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
Relocation of Speed Signs – When the speed signs were relocated on Farthinghoe Road, the 
poles should have been left in place, as they were due to be used for new signage and the VAS.  
This would be followed up with the County Council. 
 
Grass Verge on Corner of Farthinghoe Road and Brackley Road – The Parish Council would 
contact the County Council again to address this issue. 
 
Housing Needs Survey – The results were yet to be received, therefore this would be discussed 
at the next meeting. 
 
Consultation - The Parish Council had been asked to comment on the Northants County Council 
Consultation ‘Have your say on Cycling and Walking in Northamptonshire’.  Councillors felt that 
the roads in the County needed to be maintained better by the County Council as cycling was 
extremely dangerous in some areas, due to pot holes and the general wear and tear, which was 
not being addressed. 
 
Dog Fouling Initiatives – The Parish Council had hoped to introduce new dog fouling initiatives 
in the village, however the original volunteers had stepped back and there was now no one to 
pursue this.  If anyone was interested in volunteering, they should contact the Clerk. 

 

CHARLTON  

MEMORIAL HALL 

For Hire 

 Large hall  
 Small hall/Meeting room  
 Modern kitchen  

 Toilets 
 On-site car park 

 Disabled access/facilities 
 

To make a booking or find out 
more, please contact Sarah, the 

Bookings Clerk at:  
bookings@charltonmemorialhall.co.uk  



 

 

Impartiality of Housing Need Surveys 
 

This statement has been prepared by South Northamptonshire Council in response to concerns raised over 
the Housing Need Survey recently undertaken in Newbottle and Charlton. Housing Need Surveys are used 
to assess the housing needs of residents in a parish and those with strong connections to that parish (such 
as employment or past residency). If a Housing Need Survey identifies a need for housing, the results of 
the survey can be used to support proposals for new homes to meet that need.  
 
A survey may be commissioned by a landowner or developer considering developing housing in a parish or 
by the Council if it needs to understand the housing requirements of local residents, with a view to meeting 
those requirements. Parish Councils can also request a survey, as part of preparations for a Neighbour-
hood Plan. 
 
Because the results of a Housing Need Survey are used to inform decisions on future housing it is essential 
that the survey is impartial, robust and reliable. Surveys are either undertaken directly by the Council or by 
Midlands Rural Housing (MRH) working in partnership with the Council. The Council and MRH work with 
the relevant Parish Council to prepare and distribute the survey and then the Council or MRH (whichever 
party undertook the survey) analyse the results and compile a report.  
 
In order to ensure that the survey is impartial and reliable, a landowner or developer who commissions and 
pays for a survey is not involved in the survey process. They do not have any role in data collection or 
analysis of the data. The report prepared following the survey is either written by the Council or by MRH in 
collaboration with the Council. The landowner/developer has no input into the report.  
 
Because a landowner or developer commissioning a survey has no input into the survey, it is not necessary 
for the Council to make public their identity. Maintaining the anonymity of the party commissioning the  
survey also avoids any bias in the results that may occur if that party is known in the parish. For these rea-
sons the Council do not normally publicise their identity. There may however be reasons why a party wants 
their involvement to be made known and, in such circumstances, if asked, the Council will state their iden-
tity. 
 
The Housing Need Survey recently undertaken in Newbottle and Charlton was commissioned and paid for 
by the Newbottle Estate, and the Estate has asked that this information is shared. However, in accordance 
with the above, the Estate has not had any input into the survey process and will not have any say in  
analysing or reporting on the results. For further information on the Housing Need Survey please contact 
Midlands Rural Housing on 03001234009 or email enquires@midlandsrural.org.uk.  

Planning - The Parish Council had made no comments on the following planning application: 
S/2019/2268/FUL, Holly House, Drury Lane, Charlton, Single storey rear extension 
 
Meeting Dates - Future meetings, all starting at 7.30pm would be held on Zoom until further  
notice.  Please contact the Clerk for the joining details. 

21 September 2020  16 November 2020 

All welcome to attend! 
 
A copy of the draft minutes for the whole meeting are available at www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk or please 
contact the Clerk, Theresa Goss, at newbottleparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk or ring 01295 710965 during normal 
office hours 

You can also follow Newbottle Parish Council on Facebook 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
David Whitrow 

66 Rochester Way, Adderbury, 
Near Banbury, Oxon, OX17 3JK 

 

Bathrooms, 

Plumbing & Tiling 
Interior & Exterior Maintenance 

 

 
 

 

Tel: 01295 811331 

 

Mobile: 07981 261115 

DMJ 
Home Improvements 

 

 We deliver daily newspapers       

and magazines to the village.       
      

 Any combination of                                 

days per week catered for.   

                 

(Happy to deliver on Sundays 

only when the shop is closed) 

 

 

      Ring us on 01295 268499 

 or e-mail 

 
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

Books, old & new, maps and more       


