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Open Farm Sunday  
 
Newbottle Estate is opening 
again for Open farm Sunday on 
Sunday 10th June from 
12pm – 4.30pm at Forceleap 
Farm. 

  
We have got even more planned than last year! Discover 
the world of farming. Free entry and all welcome (no dogs 
though please!) 
 
We will have a BBQ and drinks and lots of farm focused  
activities. This year we will be raising money for Charlton 
Preschool. 
 
Car parking is often busy so please consider walking if you 
are local. Cross the playing fields and join the footpath that 
ends at Forceleap Farm, a 5-10min walk from Charlton. 
 
For more information please visit our website 
www.newbottleestate.com. See you there! 

http://www.newbottleestate.com


 

 



 

 

Newbottle Wood News 
 
Newbottle Wood is jointly owned by Newbottle Estate and Astrop Estate, we manage 
the issues that arise from there together and manage the trees on each side independ-
ently. Astrop carried out a big thinning and replanting programme a couple of years 
ago. Our half is split into 8 parcels (areas) of trees, some are mature trees and some 
are young trees still in their plastic tubes. The whole wood is planted over what was 
once a quarry and the evidence of this is everywhere. There are no footpaths or bridle-
ways through the wood, but it is widely used by the public with tracks meandering up 
and down the dips.  
 
Littering and soil damage from car parking and paths is a problem and the inconsider-
ate 1% really have a negative impact on the woods. We have problems with some 
people digging up the primroses, stealing logs and many trees have been vandalised 
e.g. set on fire or hacked into with knives. A long term problem is young people dig-
ging up the soil to make jumps and race tracks for bikes and motorbikes—we had to 
relocate over 25t of soil last year!  
 
The biggest problem we have is general littering and fly-tipping. We have removed 
everything from beer cans to tyres, beds to cars! The woods would be so much nicer 
and provide a much more diverse and interesting environment if it wasn’t for those 
problems. Despite the issues, the wood gives a great deal of enjoyment to many and I 
am sure that you have great childhood memories from playing there. 
  
Unfortunately, the dreaded Ash disease Chlara or Ash Dieback has struck Newbottle 
Woods and we are in the process of deciding how best to tackle it on our side.  
Although found across the wood, we are trying to manage the disease in a way that 
minimises the impact, as far as possible. Our strategy is likely to be that we tackle the 
infected young trees (5-15 years old) first and get something else growing in their 
place as soon as possible—we will be clear felling all the young ash in 3 parcels of the 
wood (an area of over 3.5 acres) some time this year and replanting with a mix of  
species (not ash) next winter. This disease affects the young trees more seriously then 
the old trees. The old trees do get it but seem to cope a little better. We will leave any 
oaks or cherry that are not infected but unfortunately 80 - 90% of the trees that were 
planted are Ash.  
 
With everyone’s help, our aim is to maintain and develop Newbottle Wood as a varied 
habitat providing a range of flora and fauna. There are signs explaining the ground 
rules, but ultimately ‘take nothing but memories and leave nothing but footprints’. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if that pesky 1% would abide by these sentiments for the benefit of 
all of us!!  

Alice Townsend, Estate Manager 

If you were out on 25th May and missed the Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides selling their popular fund raising quiz, 
copies are available to buy in the village shop!  



 

 

The Annual General Meeting of Charlton Memorial Hall takes place  
on Tuesday 3rd July at 7.00pm. All welcome.  

 
Could you spare a little time to become a valued Trustee and help to take care of our 
village asset? The small committee meets a few times a year to discuss bookings,  
maintenance and keep an eye on the finances. If you would like to get involved, please 
contact Chair of Trustees, Della Wolfe on della@thecurvegroup.co.uk for more details. 

Charltonõs traditional Village Fete at The Cottage 

will take place on Saturday 14th July
 

 

All your favourite stalls and games are planned, along with 

the Tennis Tournament, raffle and refreshments  

 

The next Fete planning meeting will take place at The  

Cottage, 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th June    

 

All welcome!  

Charlton Pre-school is looking for a new chairperson! 
A fantastic opportunity to support a highly valued service. 
 
As is the nature of pre-school committees, the roles are very  
transient as parents follow their children through their educational  
journey. This leaves the pre-school looking for a new chairperson  
annually or biennially. It would make a big difference if we could find someone who 
could offer their time on a longer-term basis. The pre-school is thriving, and the role 
would be highly supported by the other committee members, the current chair and 
the hard-working staff. If you or anyone you know could spare a few hours a month 
and would like to give something back to the village community then please get in 
touch. Contact Sam Williams on 07976666874 or logginsam.tangle@gmail.com. 

mailto:della@thecurvegroup.co.uk
mailto:logginsam.tangle@gmail.com


 

 

Newbottle & Charlton School Update  
 

I am pleased to inform you all that the school was judged as outstanding  

when we had our SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 

Schools) earlier this year. As a church school, this is a fabulous achievement and 

we are all so very pleased with this outcome.  

 

Sporting events  ð we continue to take part in a range of sports competitions. Girls 

played football at Brackley Town Football Club, our netball team won the Brackley 

schools competition and went through to the next level of competition and our 

Year 3/4 tennis team competed at the tennis club in Brackley. Schools are  

responsible for 30 minutes of activity a day and we try and incorporate this at  

different times throughout the day, when we first open the gates, as part of our 

learning, at break times or in PE lessons.  

 

Learning and trips  ð classes are looking at different topics this term. Oak and Ash 

(KS1) are focusing on castles and dragons, including a trip to Windsor Castle. Elm 

class (Yr 3&4) are learning about their local environment, looking at Charlton and 

investigating the growing town of Brackley with its history and geographical  

features. Children in Birch class (Yr 5&6) are looking at extreme environments and 

have visited the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford. As a whole school we are going to 

end the year by looking at the country of Russia ð its culture, geography and link 

this to the World Cup!  

       Residential  -  Year 4 recently went on 

       a 3 day, 2 night residential to  Grendon, 

       allowing them to develop a range of  

       skills outside the classroom. They  

       experienced archery, canoe rafting,  

       rope work and team games. Alongside 

       these skills they were away from home 

       for 2 nights which meant they needed 

       to do things like making  their own bed!  

 

We also recently supported Christian Aid  and spent the week learning about the 

work they do, thinking what we could do and we also held a Big Brekkie which was 

well attended with the money going to this charity.  

 

Finally, I would like to invite you all to our Summer Community Tea , on Wednesday 

18 th  July 2018 from 2pm.   Please let the office know if you can attend ð 01295 

811480. 

Mrs Smith, Head Teacher  



 

 

Charlton Carpentry 

& Fencing 

 
Doors 

Cupboards 

Shelving 

Cladding 

Guttering 

Sheds 

Closeboard, Panels, Arches, 

Decking, Bin Enclosures, Gates, 

Etc 

For a free quote call 

Mark Brown 01295 812761 

Email   

markbrown333@btinternet.com 
No Job Too Small 

25 yrs experience 

 

CHARLTON  

MEMORIAL HALL 

For Hire 

§ Large hall  
§ Small hall/Meeting room  
§ Modern kitchen  

§ Toilets 
§ On-site car park 

§ Disabled access/facilities 
 

To make a booking or find out 
more, please contact Sarah, the 

Bookings Clerk at:  
bookings@charltonmemorialhall.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 17 June 2018 

Bookings now open:  

Phone 01295 811317 

 

Menus available from  

The Rose and Crown  



 

 

CHURCH  Fr Roger Bellamy, The Vicarage, Kings Sutton  

Tel: 01295 811364 https://newbottlechurch.weebly.com 

 
NEWBOTTLE CHURCH 

 

SERVICES IN JUNE 

 

Sunday 3rd June Trinity 1 09.30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 10th June Trinity 2 09.30 Matins 

Sunday 17th June Trinity 3 09.30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 24th June Trinity 4 09.30 Matins 

Sunday 1st July Trinity 5 09.30 Sung Eucharist 

 

 

 

Recently I watched a programme on whales. 

Their beauty was amazing - their twists and 

turns, their graceful pirouettes as they swam 

in and out of the picture, now close up, now 

disappearing into the green depths of the 

water. The commentator admitted that their 

lives are still very private and that we know 

little about them. He finished by saying 

ñMaybe itôs good that there are things we 

donôt know. We need to keep the mystery of 

life.ò 

 

It seems that whatever the subject, we want to know more. Thatôs what science is 

about, observing and recording, satisfying our curiosity, adding to the knowledge we 

already have. And thatôs fine, but every time we find an answer it seems to raise more 

questions.  

 

The mysteryôs still there. Reminding us that we can never know everything because 

the source, the prime mover in creation is that power we call God. A God whom we 

believe is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, but even here the mystery remains. However 

much we know of him, thereôs more to learn. More to experience.  

 

Thereôs a time to measure and analyse, but thereôs also a time to sit back and say 

ñThank you.ò 

 

David Morgan 



 

 

Notes of the Newbottle Annual Parish Council Meeting - Monday 21 May  
at 7.30pm. www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
Present – Councillors Linda Baker, Andrea Gladden, Adrian Kelly and Diana Sheasby 
and Theresa Goss (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer). 
Apologies – Richard Bland, Michael Loggin and Andrew Woods. 
Minutes - The minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2018 were agreed as a correct 

record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
Chairman – Councillor Andrew Woods was appointed as Chairman for 2018/2019. 
 
VAS on Farthinghoe Road – Northants Highways would be chased up again with re-
gard to the installation of the poles for the new VAS. 
 
Grants – A grant of £500 was paid to the Charlton Playing Field Association, £500 to 

the PCC and £150 to The Link. 
 
Accounts & Annual Return 2017/2018 – The accounts and annual return for 
2017/2018 were approved. 
 
New Pavilion Project – The 25 year lease for the playing field had been signed, a 

number of grant applications were being submitted to various organisations and fund-
raising was still continuing. 
 
Noticeboard – Repairs would be carried out to the Parish Council noticeboard. 

 
General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) – A number of documents were ap-

proved and the Parish Council would be compliant with GDPR on 25 May 2018. 
 
Village and Parish Council Web Site – Lisa Scanlon had volunteered to edit the vil-
lage web site and she was currently in the process of building the new site.  The new 
Parish Council web site was also in the process of being built. 
 
Meeting Dates - Future meetings, all starting at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall, Charlton 
were as follows: 

18 June 2018 
16 July 2018 
17 September 2018 
15 October 2018 
19 November 2018 

 

All welcome to attend! 

 

A copy of the draft minutes for the whole meeting are available at 
www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk or please contact the Clerk, Theresa Goss, at 
newbottleparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk or ring 01295 710965 during normal office 
hours. 

 

You can also follow Newbottle Parish Council on Facebook  

http://www.newbottleparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:newbottleparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

Charlton Village Litter Pick, Friday 27th April 

Thank you to all 
the Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides 
and villagers who 
braved the wet 
conditions at the 
annual Village 
Litter Pick. 
 
There was a good 
turn-out and lots 
of litter was  
collected, making 
our grass verges 
and open spaces 
safer and more 
pleasant for all. 

Cows in the fields!  
 
Finally the cows have got out into the fields. It is 
so nice seeing them doing what they do best.  
 
We hope you enjoy having them back but just 
the normal precautions please: 
 
- Move quietly through the fields   
- Keep dogs on the lead in their fields 
- Try to walk around the cattle rather than 
   through a group 
- CLOSE THE GATES 
 

Keep your eyes and ears open - If the cattle seem upset (mooing excessively or  
running around) keep clear.  
 
In the unlikely event that you are chased by the cows let go of your dog lead as often 
the cows are actually after the dog, and get out of the field.  
 
Feel free to let us know if you are worried there is a problem with the cows or you have 
any concerns. 



 

 

Nature Notes  

 

We had reports of a dead otter seen by the side of the Brackley road where the  

bridlepath goes off to Rowler. It was presumably hit by a car, poor thing. That seems 

like a long way from the nearest river, but apparently otters can travel a long way at this 

time of year, looking for new territories, and indeed one otterõs territory can be as much 

as 15 miles of river. Now that otters are protected and no longer hunted their numbers 

have greatly increased, and in the very same week there was a piece in the Banbury 

Guardian about the decreasing numbers of fish in the Grimsbury reservoir. Unlike the 

anglers there, who catch and put back, the otters catch, kill, take one tasty bite and then 

catch another one. We remember talking to one of the gardeners at Rousham, some 

years ago: they had not been able to understand why the approximately 150 carp in the 

octagonal pond had become a couple of dozen, so they set up closed circuit television, 

which revealed nightly visits from an otter who emerged from the Cherwell just 100 

yards away, helped himself to two or three large carp, just took one bite below the gills 

and then left the rest. The recordings also showed that later in the night a vixen  

appeared and collected the leavings presumably for her cubs.  

 

We saw the first swift on May 6
th
, just one on its own, but since then have seen several 

more and we are thrilled that we seem to have a pair nesting in our eaves again. The 

shrieking of swifts really is the backdrop to summer. We havenõt heard a cuckoo this 

year, but we had reports of one in the woods below the Cottage. It seems so sad to go 

through the spring without a cuckoo: it used to be such a marker of the turn of the  

season.  

 

We have both been reading a book by Matthew Oates, who has recently retired as the 

National Trustõs head of Conservation. His book is all about butterflies, his great love, 

and if you are keen on butterflies we recommend it. It is the result of a lifetimeõs study, 

surveying, observation and ecological habitat management. We all know about how late 

summer butterflies love buddleia but much less is known generally about the plants that 

butterflies need in their earlier stages. Butterflies are very fussy about the plants that 

they lay their eggs on and that the caterpillars are going to feed on: Tortoiseshells and 

Peacocks lay their eggs on nettles, but they have to be in a sunny spot; the Dingy  

Skipper needs Birds Foot Trefoil; Brimstones, usually the first butterflies of the year, are 

entirely dependent on finding Buckthorns for their eggs. Orange -Tip butterflies should 

do well next year, as there has been a very wide flowering in this area of Garlic Mustard, 

or Jack-by-the -Hedge, one of its favourite food plants. We have had this as a weed  

appearing all over the garden this year, though we have never had it before, and this 

reinforces one of Matthew Oatesõ themes, that butterfliesõ survival, now that their  

populations tend to be smaller and more confined to specific areas of particular habitat, 

is very chancy and depends upon all sorts of things. A bad spell of weather at a crucial 

time can knock out a whole generation of a particular species; over -grazing or under -

grazing can ruin what had been a perfect habitat; todayõs combination of milder winters, 

early springs and damper summers has radically altered the pace at which vegetation 

grows and the warm pockets of bare ground needed by many beneficial insects are  

being swamped by coarse grasses, bracken and bramble.  

 

But to finish on a cheerful note: there has been a gorgeous flowering of Meadow  

Saxifrage in the cemetery, along with some lovely Cuckoo -flowers, or Ladyõs Smocks. 

 

Deborah and Paul Hayter  



 

 

 
THE BIGGEST NIGHT OF THE SUMMER!  
MIDNIGHT WALK ï SATURDAY 7 JULY 
 
Calling all Superheroes! Grab your cape, and sign 
up for the 12th Midnight Walk on Saturday 7 July. 
Starting out from Banbury Rugby Club, join  
hundreds of others along a brand new 10 or 6 mile route for a smashing night of super-
hero fun! Whether you’re Iron Man, Wonder Woman, or Wolverine, we hope you’ll be a 
superhero and join us for our biggest fundraising night of the year! 

 
Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/midnight  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FESTIVAL OF GARDENS (MAY TO SEPTEMBER) 
 
Our Festival of Gardens returns this summer with over 
30 beautiful gardens open in your area.  
For more information on the gardens, please visit 
www.khh.org.uk/gardens  
3 June: Adderbury (1 garden open) 
9 & 10 June: Balscote (11 gardens open) 
17 June: Farthinghoe (4 gardens open) 
1 July: Middleton Cheney (6 gardens open) 
8 July: Adderbury (2 gardens open) 
14 July: Epwell (1 garden open) 
22 July: Bledington (1 garden open) 
22 July: Heyford Park (5 gardens open) 
 
 
COULD YOU BE A BEREAVEMENT VOLUNTEER? 
We’re looking for caring people who are interested in training to become volunteer  
bereavement support workers. Our bereavement service provides support to anyone 
who has lost someone special to them by offering a trained person to talk to who is  
outside of the circle of family and close friends. You’ll be helping to support bereaved 
people through a difficult time in their lives. 
 
Our foundation training programme will start in September 2018. For more information, 
please contact Alison Mares, Volunteer Co-ordinator, on 01295 816 477 or  
volunteering@khh.org.uk 

http://www.khh.org.uk/midnight
http://www.khh.org.uk/gardens
mailto:volunteering@khh.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
David Whitrow 

66 Rochester Way, Adderbury, 
Near Banbury, Oxon, OX17 3JK 

 

Bathrooms, 

Plumbing & Tiling 
Interior & Exterior Maintenance 

 

 
 

 

Tel: 01295 811331 

 

Mobile: 07981 261115 

DMJ 
Home Improvements 

 

 We deliver daily newspapers       

and magazines to the village.       
      

 Any combination of                                 

days per week catered for.   

                 

(Happy to deliver on Sundays 

only when the shop is closed)  

 

 

      Ring us on 01295 268499 

 or e-mail 

 
info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

Books, old & new, maps and more       


